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DESCRIDE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL {if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Blandford Church is an eighteenth century brick, one story
structure, built during two periods of construction. The original block,
approximately 64' by 29', was joined later by a north wing which measured
approximately 30' by 29°'. Both portions have a slate gable roof with an
upturn or splay at the eavesline and a modillioned cornice. The brick is
laid predominantly in Flemish bond with a beveled watertable and an almost
total use of glazed headers. English bond occurs below the watertable on
the original block and on the upper portion of the eastern gable. The
eastern doorway and all of the principle window openings have roundheaded
arches of rubbed brick whose voussoirs alternate full bricks with two half
bricks. The north and south doorways and the north gallery windows have
flat arches. Rubbed brick is used on the quoining and the door and window
jambs, Notable repairs to the brickwork are the repointing in several
arcas, rebuilding the central portions of the old north wall as well as the
reconstruction of the south and north doorways. The sills and parts of the
—.—{window framing are probably celonial, The interior is entirely new except
for the oak beam supporting the west gallery. The original form of a
segmental arched ceiling has been retained but with the addition of exposed
beams. The small churchyard is surrounded by an eighteenth century wall in
English bond brick with moulded cap and encloses numercus colonial tombs.
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LISTATEMENT OF SiGNIFICANCE

Blandford Church of Bristol Parish is the third building of that
parish and receives its name from the town of Blandford, now part of the
City of Petersburg. The original block was completed in 1736 or 1737 by
Mr. Thomas Ravenscroft with a north wing and the surrounding brick wall
added sometime between 1752 and 1769 by Colonel Richard Bland. The
parish began to hold most of its services at Saint Paul's, the new church
in Petersburg circa 1802, in 1819, John Grammay, a citizen of
Petersburg, bought the building and gave the property to the town. By
1882, the church had deteriorated considerably and some repairwork,
including the building of the present slate roof, was undertaken by the
city council, In 1901, the city council authorized the Ladies Memorial
Association to restore the building. Blandford Church was modeled after
Merchant's Hope Church (traditionally dated 1657) in Prince George County,
and indeed, bears a striking resemblance in form and detailing tec its
more famous predecessor. The survival of most of its fine brickwork
intact along with the existence of an eighteenth century churchyard wall
place Blandford in Virginia's important collection of eighteenth century
Anglican churchn architecture.
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